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2008 International Conference on Strategies
for Combating Human Trafficking |
Opening Ceremony
Political Deputy Minister Lai

Director Young,

American Institute in Taiwan

Mr. James Felte,

Prosecutor, U.S. Department of Justice

Ms. Panadda Changmanee,

Regional Director, Oxfam Quebec International

Mr. Navuth Ya,

Executive Director, Caram Cambodia

Scholars and Experts who are concerned about human tratficking, Agency and

Group Representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen Good Morning:

The prevention of human trafhicking 1s difficult and profoundly challenging,
because 1t often occurs around us but we have been unable to see it. It can be easily
overlooked and allowed to occur again and again. As a result, the number of human
trafhicking vicims keeps gomng up and human dignity has constantly been trampled.
This 1s why we hope that today through this seminar we are able to exchange what
we have learned and our 1deas and through mternational exchanges we are able to
establish a cross-border cooperative network to jomntly deal with human trafficking—a
transnational criminal activity. I want to emphasize that human trafficking 1s different
from the usual criminal cases. It 1s because 1t not only hurts a person’s life and
property, but also 1s the most severe form of exploitation and destruction of human
nature - an act of modern slavery. For all of your efforts dedicated to the fight

against human trafficking, I would like to salute and thank you all.

As the agency that coordinates the mnter -ministerial efforts against human
trafhicking, the Ministry of the Interior proactively coordinates and integrates various
agencies in the implementation of concrete measures adopted n the prevention and
prosecution of human trafficking and the protection of its vicims. In order to
effectively deal with the cross-border patterns of human trafficking, the establishment
of an mternational cooperative mechanism against human trafficking has been the

key mn the prevention of such trafficking. °
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The mnter-ministerial coordinating meeting was set up i 2008 and the National
Immigration Agency drafted an anti-human trafficking project (2008-2010) with
NT$39 million allocated to promote all kinds of relevant work to prevent human
trafficking. The Immigration Act was amended and enforced on 1st August 2008 to
offer a legal basis to safeguard the basic personal freedom, temporary right to stay,
and short-term right to work of human trafhcking vicims. We are currently
promoting the Ant-Human Trafficking Act. In accordance with this act,
offenders’penalties will be increased i order to effectively curb the criminal

activities of 1llegal human smuggling rings.

I would like to use this opportunity to thank Mr. James Felte, Attorney of the
US Justice Department, Ms. Panadda Changmanee, Representative of Vietnam
NGOs, and Mr. Navuth Ya, Representative of Cambodia NGOs for taking the long
trip to join us. I believe that everyone participating i this seminar will benefit
tremendously. In addition, I hope that everyone will share his or her ideas and
opimions without reserve about how we can prevent human trafficking and enhance
mternational cooperation. Let’s put heads together to work out an effective and

practicable solution.

Thank you again for your participation. I would like to wish you a successful

seminar and everyone has a fruitful results. Thank you very much.
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American Institute in Taiwan

REMARKS BY AIT DIRECTOR STEPHIEN M.YOUNG
AT 2008 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON STRATEGIES FOR
COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING
October 30, 2008
( As Prepared for Delivery )

It 1s a pleasure to be here to welcome you today to this international conference
on combating tratficking. Forums such as this one are important in highlighting ways
m which we can work together locally and mternationally i our fight against this
global tragedy.

I would like to recognize the efforts of the organizers of this conference, the
National Immigration Agency, along with local and mternational NGOs such as
Taiper Women’s Rescue Foundation, the Taiwan Association to End Child
Prostitution ( ECPAT-Taiwan ) ,Oxfam Quebec International, and CARAM

Cambodia, local law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, and others, who are
working to raise awareness and to assist victims of human trafficking.

We applaud and support your efforts.

Tawan has made great strides in its attempts to combat human trafficking,
stepping up efforts to prosecute traffickers, mstituting measures to grant tratficking
vicims temporary work and residency permits, and collaborating with
non-government organizations to raise public awareness and mmprove services,
shelter, and counseling provided to victims.

While Taiwan has made important progress i recent years, there 1s still more to
do, including passing the draft comprehensive trafficking law which will soon go
before the Legislative Yuan, standardizing implementation of victim protections, and
strengthening coordination across agencies.

This 1s one of the most important human rights 1ssues of the 21" century, and
the Unmted States, including AIT, 1s committed to working with our friends here on
Taiwan and throughout the world in combating this global problem.
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B HUMAN RIGHTS
Taiwan has more to do: AT

Taiwan has made great
strides to combat human
trafficking, but there was
still more to do, American
Institute in Taiwan (AIT)
Director Stephen Young
said yesterday at the 2008
International Conference
on Strategies for Combat- - -
ing Human Trafficking.
Taiwan has stepped up
its efforts in recent years. -
to prosecute traffickers,
institute measures to
protect the victims’ right
to work and set up victim
care programs by provid-
ing shelter and counseling
services, he said. However,
‘Taiwan still needed to push
a comprehensive trafficking
law through the legislature,
standardize victim protec--
 tion and strengthen inter-
agency coordination, he
said. As a non-UN member,
Taiwan is not subjected
to the UN protocol on
human trafficking. How-
ever, the US State Depart-
ment includes Taiwan in
its annual Trafficking in
Persons report which has
listed Taiwan as a “tier 2”
country two years in a row
for failing to comply with
the minimum standards
for elimination of human
trafficking.
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Taiwan has more to do: AIT

Taiwan has made great strides to combat human trafficking, but there was still meore to do, American
Institute in Taiwan {AIT) Director Stephen Young said vesterday at the 2008 International Conference on
Strategies for Combating Human Trafficking. Taiwan has stepped up itz efforts in recent vearz to
prosecute traffickers, institute measures to protect the victims™  right to work and set up victim care ! -
programs by providing shelter and counseling services, he said. However, Taiwan still needed topusha S I@NEY% 201 )
comprehensive trafficking law through the legislature, standardize victim protection and strengthen inter-
agency coordination, he said. #s a non-UN member, Taiwan is not subjected to the UN protocol on
human trafficking. However, the US State Department includes Taiwan in its annual Trafficking in
Persons report which has listed Taiwanasa “tler 2”7 country two vears in a tow for failing to comply
with the minimum standards for elimination of human trafficking.
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